
368 EDUCATION AND RESEARCH 

The Act provides for the establishment of an Advisory Council consisting of 15 
members, including at least one representative from each of the ten provinces; the appoint­
ment of a National Librarian, an Assistant Librarian and other personnel. Duties of the 
National Librarian include the establishment of a National Union Catalogue listing the 
books in every important collection in Canada; the purchasing of book stock; and the 
publication of a National Bibliography listing books published in Canada, written by 
Canadians, or of special interest to Canadians. The Act requires two copies of each book 
published in Canada to be supplied to the National Librarian within one month of the 
date of publication; one copy of expensive books must be deposited. 

The site has been selected and working plans are being prepared for the National 
Library building at Ottawa. The acquisition of book stock is limited until permanent 
quarters are available but activities in other departments of the Library reflect note­
worthy progress. The coverage of Canadiana, a bilingual monthly publication listing new 
Canadian publications, has been expanded to include those issued by all provincial govern­
ments. By Dec. 31, 1954 individual library catalogues representing about 5,963,000 
volumes in 91 libraries had been microfilmed for the National Union Catalogue. In addi­
tion the library has assumed the duty of receiving, registering and acknowledging all 
books deposited under the terms of the Copyright Amendment Act. 

Public Libraries.—Public library service in Canada includes main libraries and their 
branches in metropolitan areas—sometimes augmented by bookmobile service to outlying 
districts—small association libraries in villages and hamlets, regional service on a county 
or wider basis, and the use of boats and the mails to supply remote rural areas. Through 
these facilities, 75 p.c. to 80 p.c. of the population receive library service. 

The current DBS Survey of Libraries presents statistics for the year 1953. Operations 
of the 766 public libraries surveyed are given in Table 1. The 1954 DBS publication 
Free Urban and Regional Public Libraries contains data on all free libraries in urban areas 
of 10,000 or over, all regional libraries and an estimate of volumes, circulation and 
expenditures. 

1.—Summary Statistics of Public Libraries by Province 1953 
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